
Capital Gleanings
Interesting Bits of Gossip from Washington Story of Lady Town-ley- 's

Part in Retirement of Durand Causes Surprise in Society

Circlcj Victory for "Uncle Joe."
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WASHINGTON. A aonsatlon lias been caused
In oniclal nntl social clrclos by tlio publicity glvon
to tlio disclosures that tho Jealousy and sarensm of
Lady Susan Townloy had good deal to do with
tho retlromont from Washington of British Am-

bassador Sir Mortimer Durand.
In tho Innormost diplomatic clrclos tho Lady

Townloy affair has boon known and dlscussod for.
somo time Now that It is In print tho gossips
aro talking more freely, without disclosing addi-

tional Incldonts of Intcrost, but confirming Die al-

most lntolorablo conditions which markod Sir
Mortlmor's brlof sojourn at tho capital. Soveral
tanglblo reasons aro glvon for his recall.

Asldo from tho lnfluonco of Lady Townloy,
which Is bollovod to havo been consldornblo. In
embarrassing tho tonuro of tho nmbassador, tho

British government probably found It desirable, for political reasons, to place
in Washington somo one more in harmony with government officials hero and
with tho plans of tho two governments to roach an agreement upon questions
loft open nnd unsolved by tho Joint high commission.

Secretary Hoot in addition to his groat aspiration to promoto relations
with Latin-Americ- desires to mark his administration of affairs of state
by a settlement of the Canadian questions. Sir Mortimer gave no enthusiastic
siipjiort to the proposition ndvauced by Secretary Hoot, and In which the
Canadians acquiesced, to submit tho questions to representatives of Canada
and the United States, ono commissioner to be appointed by each.

Sir Mortimer ha been nn obstacle lnsteud of a help In the negotiations.
Ho has been reticent and retiring. Ho was altogether out of harmony with
his surroundings, and his government knew it.

Asldo from the Townley incident thero was nothing more natural under
tho circumstances than that the llritlsh government, desirous of maintaining
nn oqunl footing with other nations nt Washington, should want some ono

horo moro In sympathy. Sir Mortlmor's recall can bo placed to an accumula-

tion of incldonts, political as well as social, which marked him not tho popu-la- r

diplomat his two Immediate prodocossors woro, nnd not as succossful
representative as tho Urltlsh government needs at Washington.

Sir Mortimer hns written a new novel. Us title and general character
aro known as yet only to a tow porsonnl friends, but It will soon be published.
Sir Mortimer already has a novol of English life, "Marlon l'roveryn," to his

credit as nn author. It Is his purpose, following his approaching retirement
from public life, to dovoto his tlmo to literary pursuits, which ho onjoys, and
for which long sorvlco as a soldlor, a Jurist and diplomat has provided him
much material.

Although it 13 not genorally known, Sir Mortimer Is a profound student
In certain linos. Ho knows American history as fow Amorlcans know It, and
possosses a splendid military kuowlodgo of tho campaigns of tho civil war.

NO NICHE IN SENATE FOR ROOSEVELT BUST.

Whother tho bust of President Itoosovelt shall
bo set up along with tho busts of others that havo
boon vico prosldonts of tho United States In tho
niches about tho gnllorloa of tho senate chamber,
or shall bo forced to stand out In tho lonllness of
tho main corridor, Is nn Interesting question that
will soon havo to bo disposed of.

Advices from Now York aro that tho clay
model of tho bust to bo executed in marblo has
been finished by Jamos Earl Fishor, tho sculptor.

Tho cutting of tho bust will bo llnlshed this
winter. Tlio bust is intondod to represent Mr.
Itoosovelt as ono of tho vico prosidents. Tho
theory Is that oach vico prosldont shall bo honored
by having his bust In marblo In tho sonato cham-
ber, where It Is posalblo to look down In solemn
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superintendence over tlio proceedings. When Mr.
Hoosovelt's bust is finished tho only vico president that will not bo repre-

sented by ono will bo Vico President Fairbanks. His will bo executod later.
Dut tho embarrassing foaturo of tho matter Is that all tho niches about tho
gallerlos aro now filled. Thero seems to bo no placo for tho bust of Mr.
Roosevelt, except out In tho corridor.

In viow of the woll-know- n antagonism between tho president and various
elements in tho sonato somo might calculato that It would bo fine rovengo
to tako on tho president for his habit of shaking tho big at tho upper
branch of congress to leavo his bust out In tho corridor and oxcludo It from
tho chamber.

Just how tho matter will ho settled It Is too early to guoss. Tho com-

mittee on rulo3 will dlsposo of It. Possibly tho bust of somo ono of tho earlier
vico presidents may bo romoved from its nicho In tho chamber and that of
Mr. Itoosovelt put In Its place.

'UNCLE JOE" WINS SOCIAL VICTORY.
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Tho president gave a dinner at tho Whlto
House January 4 in honor of tho speaker of tho
houso of roprosontatlvoB.

significance attaches to this bit? of news,
for It moans "Uncle Joo" has won out In tho florco
feud waged between him and tho chlof Justlco of
tho United States supremo court ovor tho puos-tlo- n

of prccodonco. '

Tho speakor has kopt away from Whlto Houso
dinners .for two years, whonevor thoro was any
possibility of a conillct botweeon himsolf nnd
tho chlof Justlco, as to which was entitled to tho
soat of honor nonrost to tho president.

Tho rivalry has been a matter of groat
to tho presldont, who Is always In a

quandary about tho seating arrangement whon his
list of guests includos both tho spoakor and tho

chief Justice.
Whenever tho diplomatic corps Is ontertalnod, tho president placos tho

secrotnry of state nt his right, and the dean of the diplomatic corps on his
left. Ambassadors and ministers aro thon distributed down the line, which
would bring Uncle Joe, if ho woro prosent, to a placo at the foot of tho tnblo.

"Uncle Joo" always mnnngos to have a dinnor at his own homo tho night
tho president ontertalns tho diplomatic corps and tho supreme court. Tho
announcement that tho presldont was to glyo a dinner In honor of the spoaker
was Important, theroforo, to official and soolnl Washington.

The Cannon dinner came beforo tho dinnor to the diplomatic corps
tho supremo court affair. So "Undo Joe's" victory Is complete.

CHASE OF GAINES IN A REVOLVING DOOR.

"Waltz Mo Around Again, Wlllio," hns boon
chnngod to "nun Mo Around" Agnln, Johnnie," as
tho rosult of a bloodlosa ami ludrlcroua nffray

Iteprosontntlvo John Wesley Galnos of Ton-nossc- o

and a man In Washington who is known as
a publicity ngont.

As tho story goes, Galnos and tho publicity
agent engaged in nn altorcatlon In the rotunda of
a leading hotel which concluded In an Invitation
to Galnos to "stop out on tho sldowalk and tako
a licking." Tho alacrity with which tho Invitation
was accopted somewhat discouraged Guinea'
would-b- antagonist, who led tlio way toward tho
street.

When a big revolving door leading Into Penn-
sylvania avenue- was reached tho publicity agont's
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courage shrunk completely. Instead of passing
Into theSstreot ho calmly followed tho door around In a clrclo, tho irato Gaines
nt his heels. Around and around went tho pursued and pursuor with

velocity, each in his soparato compartment, dragging hla hools
from under tho door, following relentlessly upon his footsteps.

As tho compartments flow by tho open space loading into tho hotel and
Into tho street loud words resounded only to bo muffled a moment later as
tho compartment sped Into tho "tunnel" on olthor sldo of tho doorway. Fin-

ally Galne-- is reported to havo becomo exhausted from tho chase, tho pub-

licity agent vanished and whon tho pollco arrived Galnos was found alono oa
tho field of ftatHo with a smoking revolving door la both hands.
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WINGED SEEDS.

How They Came to Be and the Reason
for It.

Wo all know that seeds with
"wings," such as thoso of tho mnple,
aro borno far by tho wind nnd may
thus inko root in distant soil. In nn
artlclo In The Plant World, we nro
told by .Mr. II. Tullson that this form
of Bced-vem- Is of no special advan-
tage to the trees at present, but wns
doubtless doveloped In some long-distan- t

age when it wns necessary for
the propagation of tho species thnt tho
seed should bo carried over wide

spaces of somo kind. Ho says:
"There aro about 100 species of

maplos (Acer) and 40 species of ash
(Kraxlnus). All have winged fruits.
We may be certain thnt this peculiar
form of fruit was not developed Inde-

pendently In onch of thesu numerous
species.

"The direct action of the environ-
ment can have done nothing townrd
the development of the follacenui
fruits of the tree under consideration.
It would be hard to conceive of any
other factor than natural selection ns
having wrought to produce them.
Natural selection, we know, can oper-at- e

only where there prevnlls a fierce
and keen struggle for existence. So,
In some great struggle of the past, wo
may conclude that the production of
winged seed-vessel- by insuring the
wider territorial distribution of the
trees that bore them, saved the ances-
tors of tho maples, and thoso of tho
ash, from oxtlnctlon.

"That this Is truo. it may at first bo
somowliat difficult to npprohond. Tho
ashes nnd maplos, It may bo said,
grow peacefully, and In their tranquil
shade thero is nothing thnt smacks of
struggle. . . . Hut ho who argues
thus Is thinking of present nnd local
conditions only. Now let us look nt
one of thoso treos under another and a
different environment. Upon tho groat
Pino Hldgo lndlnn Indian rosorvntion
in South Dakota, for example, aro nu-

merous streams and 'drnws' or couloos
(which are nothing moro or less than
ravines or gullies free of water oxcopt
in timo of Hood and rain) which, ns n
rule, aro far below tho genoral surfuco
of tho adjacent country, and often
miles from ono another. Upon tho
llood-plaln- s of such streams, and in
the 'draws' grow ash trees and box-cide-

In company with trees of n fow
other species. Nowhoro on tho high,
dry hills do they or 'any other troos,
except pines, grow; although I havo
often found their wind-tosse- samaras
thero; and If gorminntiou takes place,
tho seedlings nro doomed to perish.

' Alnnir ihn ilrnu'a ntitl nflior wnfnn
courses all tho various kinds of trees

Bloodless Dueling With Wax Bullets

Shooting nt human tnrgels meroly
for the sport derived from it nnd as
n test of marksmanship; In other
words, bloodless dueling or fenolng
with pistols, has been made possible
through the invention by a French-
man of a harmless wax projeotilo.
This new diversion is renlly no more
serious than fencing with swords, and
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1,2 False steel cartridge for shoot-

ing new bullets.
3 Bullets of wax and suet, cali-

ber 44.
4 Priming device.

has that splco of realism In it that
tends to inako any sport popular.

Tho new bullet Is an Ingenious do-vic-o

nnd roqulred a gront deal of ex-

periment beforo bolng perfected. Tho
situation wns thus: A heavy projec-tli- o

must necessarily havo a wound-
ing forco, a light ono loses itH pre-
cision and a soft bullet will bo
changed In shapo and describo nn ir-

regular trajectory; thorofor.0 a harm-
less projectllo to bo effcctlvo must
differ from all these, Tho French

thnt grow in such places nre crowded
together In dense and tangled masses;
whercfnro It Is to the advantage of a
given species that its seeds shall he
carried to a 'draw or ereok-plai- n

whom the chances of life are moro

To show hiTvy these conditions might
develop wings on a seedling, the
writer supposes an ancestor of the
trees bearing such seeds to be grow-

ing In an Isolated "draw" amid vast
barren hills. Its fruits, while wing-los-

may bo supposed to produco occa-
sionally a minute wlngllko apiiendage
on the end or margin, as do many
plants. 'The winds carry a fow of the
nascent key-fruit- s far away to the fer-
tile soil of another Uood-plaln- . as yet
unpeopled by treos. Other seed-ve- s

sels, unnblo to tly far .:th tho wind,
perish in the coulee or
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upon tho barren hills. The trees that
spring from the seeds of appendaged
frtiltH will tend to produce tills kind of
seed vessels themselves. Thus, lit
time, first a samarold and later n fully-winge- d

fruit will be evolved. To
quote further:

"Easy conditions of life cannot have
Impelled tho ashes nnd maples to de-

velop key-fruit- Groat difficulties
have In the past been encountered,
nnd the trees that wore enabled to es-

tablish moans of dissemination sur-
vived In tho struggle for existence.
Hut the barriers to be passed over
may not havo been In all. or oven most
cases hills. Sir John Lubbock finds
that tho only treos that bear winged
fruits nro forest treos, which fact
would seem to Indicate thnt such
fruits in many Instances hnvo been
ovolved in order to be carried over
vast tracts of denso woodland. Hut
the theory horo sot forth remains un-

shaken, and Is really thus supported,
for tho principle Is the same.

"To sum up: It Is certain thnt key-fruit- s

werolovcloped in a country
where they became of fnr gronter
sorvlco to tlio treos which boro them
than thoy npponr to bo to the nsh
trees and maples In many regions of

tour enstorn United States nnd else
whero. Hut I- - do not wish to Insist
thnt tho barriers to bo surmounted
woro necossarfly hills. Thoy may
havo boon broad dry plains, or forost
growths of othor kinds of trees, or
oven bodies of water it all depends
upon tho naturo of tho region whoro
tho changing form first grow."

man's product Is a spherical ball of
wax and fat, with a small charge, nnd
In teste 31 balls wero lodged In suc-
cession' in a rectangle 1 by flo Inches
at 30 yards. At a six-da- y tourna-
ment hold in the Tullerlea tlio effl.
cienoy of the was bullet was demons-
trated, t

Tho combatants wear thick screens
for mnsks, with heavy glass over the
eyes, and wear thick clothing to pro-ve-

bruising from the impact of thj
balls. Tho dlstnnce is 25 paces and
the weapons nre revolvers, held aH
scon in Fig. 1. The director of the
combat, hooping his gaze fixed upon
n motronomo which boats SO to 100
times a nilnuto, makes the Inquiry aa
In an notual duel, "Are you ready?"
and when thoy reply "Yes!" the di-

rector, timing his words exactly to
tho boats of tho pendulum, crloo,
"Flro ono two-thre- o!"

At tho command "Flro!" tho ad-

versaries ralso tholr woapons nnd
shoot. Tho two shots must be mado
boforo tho command "Throo!" Ab
tho participants In tliqeo trials woro
experts thoy made n good nvorugo,
hitting tholr man six or sovon Union
out of olght shots, Although moro
than l,C0O balls woro fired there was
not tho slightest nccldont.

Tho wax ballots can bo used in
apartments aa well ns in tho open
air, without tho lnconvonlonco of tho
lead ball of small caliber, says La
Naturo, which will probably load to
Its Introduction into tho armies of
tho various nations for practlco

China Making Progress
GREAT AWAKENING TO WESTERN

IDEAS SURPRISES WORLD.

Is Adopting the Latest Inventions and
Making Strides Toward Completo

Modernization of Habits and
Methods.

At last western Ideas havo pene-
trated the Chinese Intelligence and
the awakening Is likely to be swift
and of extraordinary Importnnce to
the world. The sleeping giant Is rous-
ing himself, nnd whan he shakes the
counterpane of tho world the nations
of Europe will do well to look to their
supremacy. For behind tho exclusive
ness of the nges there He forces thnt
need only to be set In motion to bo- -

como overwhelming. The Chlnn of
to-da- Is not that of ten years ago.

Iter army Is undei going thorough
reorganisation, and no longer will the
Chinese approve their ancient pi ov-

ert), "One does not take the best Iron
to make hooks, nor brave men for
soldiers." Smart uniforms, modern
weapons, and drill are now In use on
every parade ground, and even the
very small boys of tho nation aro un
der military Instruction. The soldlerlv
ideal is taking root, and these small
tadcl are said to give every promise
of smartness and efficiency.

in Industrial life It Is the same. The
printing press of the west lias come
to the Inml whero the nrt was known
long before Caxtou. The Celestial
compositor stands at European cases
lining his stick, and in the machine
rooms the most perfect pretties driven
by electricity are looked uftor by
clever workmen who have lonrned
their business In Europe. Thus the
Chlnnman'of receives his

newspaper.
On the railways Chinese- - officials

drlvo the Intest patterns of locomo-
tives, which nre Bometlmes built In
Claim, or If not, nro put together thoro
,by untlvo artificers.

On tho roads the motor enr has
mado Its appearance not tho nntl-quntc- d

machines that Europo has cast
'aside, bat povorful new vehicles of
Ifrom 20 to 30 horse-powe- it Is noth-
ing uncommon to see the staid man-darl- n

rushing along In his motor on
business or pleasure. It Is regretta-
ble that the picturesque national cos-
tume Is yielding to tho top-lin- t and
frock cont, but this penalty to prog

Big attle
When It comes to measuring

strength with tho mighty ocean man
hns to brlntf nil his ingenuity nnd
skill nnd patience to bear to win the
victory. And yet how often ho has
boon victorious ovor tho elements nnd
planted his lighthouses in places
whoro it was said that no human pow-o- r

could succeed. And although at
first dofcat nnd fnlluro may bo met
.with, ns was tho cage In tho fnll of
190,1 with tho effort to sink n caisson

'In Chesapeake bay for tlio building of
n lighthouse foundation, man genorally
porsista and finally conquers.

Thoro1 is a strugglo going en at tho
present tlmo off tho mouth of tho y

rlvor, In Chosnpcako bay, 20

miles from Ilaltlmoro, which Is at-

tracting tho attention of tho onglnoor-In- g

world. As wo hnvo said, In the fall
of 1905 a 072-to- caisson was floated
to tho spot, but boforo It could bo
sunk bolow tho power of tho waves
It wns caught by a northoastcr and
capsized, nnd now tho strugglo U on to
right tho Immense woodon box. Early
last spring, says tho Sclontlllc Ameri-
can, in telling of tho beginning of the
herculean task, after tho Ice hnd gone,
tho now contractors, who had beon

by tho surety company which
was on tho bond of tho first contractor,
began tho erection of n pier on either
side of the caisson. Owing to the
formation of the bottom, which was
of soft mud for n considerable depth,
It was necessary to drlvo 100-foo- t

piles, and by the first of August tho
piers, 40 feet wide and 120 feet long,
were completed. There were then laid
on the upper sldo ten 50 foot
square timbers, bolted securely. The
onds of the timbers projected out over
tho Iron cylinder, and the whole was
firmly bound with wire cables. Then,
on tho after part of the caisson and
resting on the foundation of the tim-
bers, an A frame was erected. The
frame is 56 feet high, and from the
base there projected ten 70-fo- Weight
arms, and to each of the latter there
woro swung 20 tons of pig lead, mak-
ing a totnl of 200 tons. It was esti-
mated thnt, by using the lower lip of
tho caisson as n fulcrum, the actual
wolght to bo llftod would not exceed
COO tons, and It was estimated that t)ie
weights could be supplemented by der-
ricks.

In ordor to obtain for the derricks
as much of a purchaee as jiossible,
thore woro built two "sticks," each 70
feet Jong and 21 Inclios square, which
tho dlvors put in placo through tho
contral shaft In tho caisson. From
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Choice of Heroines.

Tho Maid What Is your favorite
stylo of novol heroine?

Tho Man Fnvorlto stylo?
Tho Maid Yob. Do you profor ono

hotter than any woman could bo or
ono that is no better than alio ought
to bo? Chicago Dally Nows.

Nothing Lost.
Noll Mr. Gush Is always using

words that I don't understand at all,
Wlso Neithor does ho. Detroit

Frto Presa.

ress has been paid by Japan, and
China can hardly escape The women
of Chlnn do not adopt Pat Is fashions
at hnme, but they do so not Infre-
quently when they travel. Since they
discovered that they must go abroad
the awakening of China has become
an accomplished fact. They send rep-

resentatives to the French maneuvars,
and have also some cadets under In-

struction at the French naval school.
In this they are only following the lMd
of Japan. In every scionce they are
becoming capable, and In the applied
sciences their experts are to be met
with everywhere. )

Chinamen are now accomplished In
the conduct of telephones, telegraph,
nntl rail wa sen Ice. As engineers

The New Country Sport of Celestials.

thoy are sure to be Fiiccessful, for the
nation Is proverbially Ingenious and
neat-hande- The Chinaman is pa-

tient, and although ho is sly, he sel-
dom scamps his work. There is llltlo
doubt that he will pick up tho lessoOH
of the west as quickly as the Japan
eso, and It remains one of the most
Important problems of the age wliat
ho will do with bis knowledge onco
ho realises the power It bestows. Tfco
Comma emperor Is uneasy about tho
future exploits of the Chinese army.
He has a vision of the tide of yellow
conquest rolling westward over Asia
and Europe, nnd It would soem that
ho doubts whether even tho "suit of
tho earth" will bo able to wlthstariil
It. Hut the Chinaman Is commercial;'
militarism does rfbt attract him In tho
llrst Instance, and he may, like Ger-
many, decide for pacific aggression.
The yellow man. Indeed, has the ball
at his foot. It Is hard to say how far
ho will send It.

with Ocean
tho ends of tlio "sticks" wire cables
led to two grent derricks, ono on either
pier.
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When everything was In readiness
tho derricks were started, nnd slowly
tlio caisson wus railed until It Is now.
In tho position shown. It has hian
found thnt tlio weights havo lent tholr
effectiveness ami J ho caisson, bunging
nt nu nnglo of nfront 15 degross, will1
come over no farther, although tho
derricks prevent It slipping back.

Tho contractors hnvo rlggod a pow-
erful suction pump, nnd thoro is now
in Baltimore a bnrgo being fitted out
with bollors and compressors, nnd tho
contractors aro preparing to dredgo
nwny tho mud from under tho under
lip and causo It to settle, keeping It In
position by cablos from tho plors, and
tints gradually bring It to nn upright
position. Tho cnlsson will then bo
sunk nccordlng to the original plnns

It Is estimated that tho completed
lighthouso structure will be n con-crot- o

monolith weighing nearly 0

tons, nnd to wlthstnnd this strain
and grent wolght It was nocossnry to
have tho cnlsson of grent size and
strength, nnd it ranks as tho largest
of Its kind ovor bullti

The cnlsson was built In the harbor
of Baltimore, nnd It Is 48 feet squat a
nnd 23 feet high. The first seven tt t
is ontlroly of wood, the smallest Mm-h- er

being 12 feet In : and 12 Inches
square, while the l.n-ce- is IS f. t
long and 12 Inches l .1 1 lichen Tlieio
was considerable diflh nlty ccpeili nr . 1

In procuring the lau.i timbers. ,i ,1

when they arrived m fiallttnore ly
Were the largest sin le sticks thnt had
ever been seen In tl n port. The ymy
bers in the c.ils-"'- vs.ie laid In altwr
nate layers, lengihv.Ue and crosswise,
each course lic'.-i- ; laid in pitch ant) the
seams ilrinly calked. The structure Is
a bottomless box. It contain! M90,
000 feet of lumber, and It ft boKfcl
together with S,000 spikes, cauflng
In length from 91 Inches to M iHQiifa,
On the lower Up of the caisson wan
placed n cutting edge of half-Ira- k Mm
to assist it In biting Its way tArottffc tho
bottom.

Cages for Larks.
At n police court recently a man was,

brought up Tor drunkenness.
The Magistrate Wliat did jrou want

to get drunk for?
I'risoner Oh. it was only tor a lark.

."Oh!" answered the inagtatltUs,
smilingly, "we have cages for larlta.
Go In ono for 14 days." Itoya! Maga- -
zlno.

3
What He Needed.

Saplelgh I aw would novah mnw.
ry for monoy, doncher know, because
1 aw don't woolly need it.

Miss Cnustlque If yon over marry
1 suppose It will bo for brains. Chi-
cago Dally Nows.

Enough for Him.
Dandy So you woro snowbouud out!

wost. How horrible!
Jim Not much! Tho buffot car

and two pretty girls woro nttnqhed to,
tho train. Detroit Freo Pieis.


